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admit him into it and occasion a remonstrance from the whole corps of
officers.
143.    We beg leave  to enforce  the request made you   hy   our   Select
Committee last year that this settlement be supplied with a large reinforce-
ment of troops as can possible be sent us; to enable the Company to maintain
a strong garrison in future in Bengal the Select Committee stipulated hi their
treaty with the Nabob that the Company should have the zemidarry of the
lands to the southward of Calcutta, the revenue of which will be sufficient
to maintain a very large body of men which in the present circumstances
of   our   affairs   it   is   absolutely   necessary   to   keep   up.     The   citadel
erected by the advice of Captain Brohier and conformable to his plans will
require a garrison of 3000 men at least to defend it properly.   If a fortification *
is made at Burrumpoor, 4 or 500 men ought to be kept in garrison there.
In the whole therefore it will be absolutely necessary to have 2000 Europeans
at this Presidency besides an equal number of seapoys or country soldiers.
If Your Honours think the acquisitions made in these provinces are worth
preserving, if preventing the French from ever settling here again is an object
that deserves your attention and if the advantages obtained for the Company
in this kingdom appear to Your Honours of the importance they do to us, we
earnestly recommend and entreat the keeping up a respectable force in Bengal,
which a garrison of 500 or 1,000 men will never be esteemed either by Europeans
or country powers.
144.    As Your Honours could not know of all the advantages which would
result from the Revolution when your letters by these ships were wrote, we
hope your intentions of having only a garrison of 1,000 Europeans will alter,
and that not only the ships yet expected from Europe this season are bringing
us as many recruits as they could conveniently take on board, but that a large
reinforcement will be sent us by the earliest ships of next year, with positive
orders to the Coast not to detain them there.
145.    In this place we beg leave to remark that the men we receive are
oftner fitter for an hospital than for duty; it were therefore much to be
wished for the good of the service that other methods were practised for recruit-
ing the military sent abroad.   While it is conducted in the present manner
we can never expect good men; business of this nature (on which so much
depends) should never be carried on by contracts, as we believe it will be very
hard to find any contractor so disinterested as to prefer the publick good to
his own interest and therefore it may naturally be presumed that instead of
taking the best men he will chuse those that can be got cheapest, and those
will always be the worst.
146.    By a general return of military in Calcutta and Sydavad enclosed
in this packett you will observe what number of men we have left, and we
hope the reinforcements in future will be equal to our necessities; otherwise
our endeavours to enlarge the Company's possessions and increase their trade
will have been exerted to little purpose and all those advantages very shortly
be lost.   The same request we are to make for gunpowder and all kinds oi
military stores, an indent for which we now forward and recommend it may
be punctually complied with.
147.    In regard to the article of gunpowder no means have been lefe
untryed to bring it to a tolerable degree of perfection here, but all to m*